THE SIX
PRINCIPLES OF
A FARMHOUSE
AESTHETIC

’ Location: Chester County, Pennsylvania ’

‘ Architect: Period Architecture '
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used for facades, fire-
places, floors, cornices,
and quoin (large cor-
nerstones classic in
stone homes).

Wood. With trees
aplenty, farmers once
cut lumber from their
property and hand
hewed beams to provide structure to their
homes. Wooden boards and beams reclaimed
from old barns make regular appearances in
the homes Period builds in the form of furni-
ture, millwork, cabinetry, siding, floors, roofing,
and more.

Iron. Used most often for hardware—think
strap and latch hinges, box locks, and shutter
hardware—as well as lighting, there are still
many companies and artisans that hand-forge
their ironware using the time-tested methods
¢ of days past.

PRINCIPLE THREE:

MILLWORK AND ARCHITECTURAL
DETAILS

In the days before modern machinery, every
detail of a home was crafted by hand. The
time, money, and skill it required to accent

i a house with decorative millwork and other
architectural details showcased the wealth
and success of the homeowner. Today, classic
styles of decorative millwork in kitchens and

i bathrooms, on staircases and balusters, and in
the form of casing, trim, cornices, and other

: interior and exterior detailing harken back

i to those days. Dormers and porches are also
. staples of early farmhouse style. Traditionally,
i porches were purely practical spaces created
to keep the interior of the home clean, where
i muddy boots and soiled clothing from long
hours working in the fields could be removed
before heading inside. Dormers also once
served a utilitarian purpose—to increase
usable space, sunlight, and air circulation in the
steep-roofed top floor of a home.

PRINCIPLE FOUR:
INDOOR-OUTDOOR LIVING

Perhaps the most endearing aspect of farm-

¢ house living is the nostalgia it inspires for a
time when life was lived in close connection

i with nature, rather than technology. When

: siting a Period Architecture home, they pay
close attention to environmental factors such
as how they can utilize southern exposure to
: create sun-drenched spaces and the way the
i wind travels across a property. The Dutch

i door, for example, originally designed to let

i refreshing breezes in while keeping farm crit-
ters out, is very much still a celebrated feature
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of today’s farmhouses,
both for its aesthetic
value and its role as

a bridge between the
inside and outside.
Similarly, open and
covered porches,
verandas, gardens, and
outdoor fireplaces

enhance and extend the amount of time one
i can spend enjoying the fresh air.

i PRINCIPLE FIVE:

i UNITY OF OLD AND NEW

i Historic appreciation and reproduction takes

i the best of the past and makes it work for

i today’s world. Shutters, for example, which
were once used to protect windows and

i provide security on the first floor (solid or
paneled) and ventilation on the second floor
(louvered), are mostly decorative features
today. Modern composite “woods” have simi-
i larly replaced some natural woods in today’s
farmhouses, as they lend a comparable look
and warmth but are longer lasting, lower main-
tenance, and rot- and bug-resistant. And where
i the fireplace was once the chief home-heating
: element, there are now central and geother-
mal heating and cooling systems. Combined
with energy-efficient windows, insulation, and
i state-of-the-art home automation technol-
ogy, modern homes can bring the best of new
advances to the farms of yesteryear.

. PRINCIPLE SIX:

: FAMILY-FOCUSED COMFORT AND

i LIVABILITY

The most alluring feature of the farmhouse

i is also the most fundamental: its inherent
comfort, livability, and family-centered appeal.
Period modifies and maximize traditional lay-
outs to accommodate modern family living by
i reworking servant quarters and kitchens into
functional mudrooms; modifying traditional
center halls and closed kitchens to create con-
venient, open floor plans; and incorporating

i master suites with luxurious closets, bath-
rooms, and views. Laundry rooms and extra
storage are added where they never existed in
the past. Stair halls, butler’s pantries, and mud-
rooms become key support spaces.

From quaint, historic stone homes to mod-
:ern, sprawling country estates, the farmhouse

is an enduring beacon of authenticity, family
roots, and provincial pride that beats on in the
hearts of all who find a sense of home—and
of self—on the winding dirt roads of the great
American countryside.
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